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The church as But apprenticeship, though it might provide
educator well for that practical education which is even
now only slowly winning its way into a recog-
nized position in a child's training, had little to do with that
book-learning with which we still tend to identify education—
the kind of learning for which the schools have always pro-
vided. In regard to book-learning, "the church is the mother
of mediaeval and so of modern education throughout the
western world. Though in later times she was rather an unjust
step-mother than a nursing mother, yet for 950 years, from
600 to 1550 A.D.,the church was the sole provider and protector
of education."1 With the Reformation, and its ideas of "an
open Bible" and the conduct of public worship in the mother-
tongue, came a great change in the conception of popular
education. The ability to read was, in the eyes of the reformers,
a manifest necessity. In Germany, the home of the reformers,
the change began at once. In France it did not begin until the
Revolution. In Scotland, the national organization of educa-
tion began with John Knox, who did for Scotland what Luther
did for Germany. The immediate effect of the Reformation in
England, as we all know, was entirely different. The suppres-
sion of the old religious foundations caused education to decay
when in other countries it throve. But though schools existed
only for the few, yet many people who never had the chance of
going to school still managed somehow to learn to read their
Bibles. And in the efforts to establish charity schools in the
eighteenth century, and National and British schools in the
nineteenth, the prime aim was to enable children to read the
Bible.
State responsibility   Thus we see that for reasons that lie in
her history England was not to the fore in
the spread and the organization of education on a national
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